IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND T RADEMARK OFFICE 


IN RE APPLICATION OF: 

CHERYL L. P ANAS IK 

SERIAL NUMBER: EXAMINER: 

FILED: JANUARY 9, 2 004 GROUP ART UNIT: 

FOR: INSULATION PLATE FOR RETAINING ROOF DECKING MEMBRANES 

AND FOR REMOVING ADHESIVE RELEASE FILM OR RELEASE SHEET 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


HONORABLE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313-1450 


SIR: 

In connection with the above-identified patent ap- 
plication, and the prosecution thereof before the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office, and in compliance with 
the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 CFR 1.56, Appli- 
cant hereby desires to make of record, in accordance with 37 
CFR 1.97, the following PRIOR ART of which Applicant is aware 
and which is also listed upon the attached PTO FORM 1449: 
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Hulsey 6,250,034 

Hasan et al . 6,205,730 

Osterle et al . 5,915,903 

Choiniere et al • 5,803,693 

Murphy et al . 5,709,059 

Mossman 5,378,102 

Giannuzzi 5, 267 .423 

Lemke et al. 5,225,485 

O'Connor et al. 5,217,339 

Hulsey 5,102,275 

Lemke 5,069,589 

Lemke 4, 987,714 

Murphy 4,945,699 

Kaiser et al . 4,900,208 

Stenson 4,803,823 

Murphy 4,787,188 

Giannuzzi 4,763, 456 

Tripp 4,744,187 

Reinwall et al . 4,726,164 

Young 4, 641,472 

Reinwall et al . 4,630,984 

Beneze 4,630,422 

Francovitch 4, 520 , 606 

Francovitch 4,476, 660 

Francovitch 4,467,581 

Francovitch 4 , 455 , 804 

Dewey 4,380,413 

Decaro 4,361,997 

Gray 2,334,406 

Boley 1,435,134 


GREAT BRITAIN 2,027,786 

FRANCE 1,3 62,3 80 

GERMANY 85 25 358 

SWITZERLAND 63 5,907 

NETHERLANDS 77 00 937 
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The present invention, in connection with which the 
present patent application is being prosecuted, is directed 
toward an insulation plate which has an external peripheral 
edge portion provided with a continuous circumferential array 
of serrated teeth. The serrated teeth are adapted to engage a 
release sheet, disposed upon an underlying environmental mem- 
brane of a fully-adhered environmental membrane system cover- 
ing roof decking substructural components, as the release 
sheet is effectively moved into engagement with the serrated 
teeth. In this manner, the release sheet is readily and eas- 
ily severed along a well-defined locus whereby the release 
sheet can be easily removed so as to uncover an adhesive lay- 
er disposed upon the upper surface portion of the underlying 
environmental membrane in preparation for securing an overly- 
ing environmental membrane atop the underlying environmental 
membrane in order to form the fully- adhered environmental 
membrane system. Alternatively, the continuum of serrated 
teeth may be oriented axial ly downwardly so as sever the re- 
lease sheet as the insulation plate is effectively rotated 
along with a threaded screw fastener as the latter is thread- 
edly engaged within the underlying roof decking substructure. 
In addition, both the radially outwardly and axially down- 
wardly oriented serrated teeth also serve to fixedly and as- 
suredly retain the underlying membrane upon the underlying 
roof decking substructure in order to effectively resist up- 
lifting wind forces. 
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While the cited PRIOR ART is relevant to the pre- 
sent invention in that the PRIOR ART discloses conventional 
membrane plates, it is submitted that such PRIOR ART patent 
publications cited above do not disclose the particular fea- 
tures characteristic of the present invention, and therefore, 
it is respectfully submitted that the examiner should merely 
consider such PRIOR ART in its proper perspective, make the 
same officially of record, and proceed with completion of the 
examination of this patent application. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
SCHWARTZ & WEINRIEB 



Steven W. Weinrieb 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 26,520 
(703) 415-1250 
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